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CLAIMS 

1* A method of detecting and/or quantifying an antibody 
in a liquid sample comprising the steps of 

(o') providing a laixture of a liquid phase and a two- 
component solid phase complex composed of (i) the antibody 
of the sample, and (ii) a reactant antibody directed 
against the sample antibody, the reactant antibody being 
bound to a solid particle, 

\P' ) separating the two-component solid phase complex from 
the liquid phase, 

{q' ) washing the separated two-conponent solid phase 
complex to remove non-complex bound compounds, 

(r' ) adding to the washed two-component solid phase 
complex a solution of (iii) a ligand in the form of an 
antigen, an antibody or a hapten, which is optionally 
labelled, to foina a three-component solid phase complex, 

is') optionally adding to the three-component solid phase 
complex a solution of {iv) a label compound to form a 
four-component solid phase complex, 

it' ) separating the three-- or fcur-conpcnent solid phase 
complex obtained in step {r' ) or {s'), respectively, from 
the solution, 

(u' ) washing the separated multi-component solid phase 
complex to remove non-complex bound compounds. 
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(v' } performing a detsction/msasurenent of the washed 
labelled multi-component complex. 

2* A method of detecting and/or quaniiifying an antibody 
in a liquid sample comprising the steps of 

(o) providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a two- 
component solid phase complex composed of (i) the antibody 
of the sample, and (ii) a reactant antibody directed 
against the sample antibody^ the reactant antibody being 
bound to a solid particle, 

(p) separating the two-component solid phase complex from 
the liquid phase, 

(q) washing the separated twc-component solid phase 
comple3€ to remove non-complex bound compounds, 

(r) adding to the washed two-component solid phase complex 
a solution of (iii) a ligand in the form of an antigen, an 
antibody or a hapten, which is bound to biotin or a 
funccional derivative thereof^ to form a -three-con^onent 
solid phase complex, 

(s) adding to the three-component solid phase complex a 
solution of (iv) a chemi luminescent compound covalently 
bound to- avidin, streptavidin or a functional derivative 
thereof to form a four-component solid phase complex, 

(t) separating the four-component solid phase complex from 
the solution, 

(u) washing the separated four-component solid phase 
complex to remove non-complex bound compound (iv) , 
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(v) initiating a chsmi luminescent reaction in the washed 
four- component solid phase coinplex and detecting/measuring 
the resulting cheiailurainescence^ if any. 

5 

3. A xiLsthod "of detecting and/or quantifying an antibody 
in a liquid sample comprising the steps of 

(o'') providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a two- 
10 component solid phase complex composed of (i) the antibody 
of the sample, and {ii) a react anc antibody directed 
|,.-iu against the sample antibody,- the reactant antibody being 

© bound to a solid paramagnetic particle, 

15 (p' ' ) separating magnetically the two-component solid 
p phase complex from the liquid phase. 



p. 20 



(q'') washing the separated two-componenz solid phase 
complex to remove non-complex bound compounds. 



(r''') adding to the v/ashed two-component solid phase 
complex a solution of (iii) a ligand in "the form of an 
antigen^ an antibody or a hapten, which is bound to biotin 
or a functional derivative thereof, to form a three- 
25 component solid phase complex, 

(s' ' } adding to the three'-component solid phase complex a 
solution of (iv) a chemiluminescent compound covalenuly 
bound to avidin, strsptavidin or a functional derivative 
■30 thereof to form a four-component solid phase complex. 



(f ' ) separating magnetically the four-component solid 
phase complex from the solution^ 
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(u' ) washing the separated four-component solid phase 
complex to remove non-coiaplex bound compound (iv) , 

( V } initiating a cheniluiainescent reaction in the washed 
four- component solid phase complex and detecting/measuring 
the resulting chemiiuminescencer if any, 

4- A method according to claim 2 or 3, characteri 
2 e d in that the chsmiluminsscent compound is an 
acridinium compound, 

5. A method according to any of claims 1-3 , c h a r a c t 
e r i 2 e d in that component (iii) of step {r'), (r) or 
(r") and component (iv) of step (s')/ (s) or {s^')/ 
respectively, are added in one operation- 

6. A method according to any of claims 1-3, c h a r a c t 
e r i z e d in zhat the three-ccmponent solid phase 
complex formed in step (r' ) / (r) or (r'' ' ) prior to 
subjecting it to step is'), (s) or (s" ) / respectively, is 
washed to remove non-complex bound compounds. 

7. A method of evaluating and/or predicting the effect of 
a Specific Allergy Vaccination treatment comprising the 
steps of 

(h' ) determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 

sample using the following assay: 

(a'') providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
three-component solid phase complex composed of 
(i) the antibody of the sample, (ii) a reactant 
antibody directed against the sample antibody, the 
reactant antibody being bound to a solid particle. 
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and (iii) a ligand in the fonn. of an antigen, an 
antibody or a hapten^ 

(b' ) separating the three-ccioponent solid phase 
5 complex from the liquid phase, 

(c'} washing the separated three-componsnt solid 
phase complex to remove non-complex bound 
compounds , 

10 . 

(d' ) adding to the chree-component solid phase 
1,4. complex a solution of (iv) a label compound to 

^5 form a four-component complex, 

si 

?p 15 (e') separating the four-component solid phase 

P complex from the solution, 

CO-' 

P (f ' ) washing the separated four-component solid 

ijt phase complex to remove non-conplex bound compound 

p. 20 (iv), 

P 

m 

(g') performing a detection/measurement of the 
washed labelled four-component complex. 

25 (i') determining the content of the said antibody using 
the following assay: 

-(ia') providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
four-component solid phase complex composed of (i) 
the antibody of the sample, (ii) a reactant 

30 antibody directed against the sample antibody, the 

reactant antibody belr.g bound to a solid particle, 
(iii) a ligand in the form of an antigen, an 
antibody or a hapten, and (iv) a label compound, 
to form a four-component solid phase complex. 
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(ib') separating the four-coapcnent solid phase 
complex from the liquid phase ^ 

(ic') washing the separated four-component solid 
phase to remove non-complex bound compounds, 

(id') performing a detection/measurement of the 
washed labelled four -component complex- 

(jM coinparing the measurements obtained in step (h'' ) and 
step (i'') and using the comparison to evaluate and/or 
predict the effect of the Specific Allergy Vaccination 
treatment. 

8. A method of evaluating and/or predicting the effect of 
a Specific Allergy Vaccination treatment comprising the 
steps of 

(h) determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 
sample using the following assay: 

(a) providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
three-component solid phase complex composed of 

(i) the antibody of the sample, (ii) a reactant 
antibody directed against the sample antibody, the 
reactant antibody being bound to a solid particle^ 
and (iii) a ligand in zhe form of an antigen, an 
antibody or a hapten, which is bound to biotin or 
a functional derivative thereof, 

(b) separating the three-component solid phase 
complex from the liquid phase, 
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(c) washing the separated three -component solid 
phase coiaplex zo remove non-complex bound 
compounds/ 

(d) adding to the three-component solid phase 
complex a solution of (iv) a chemiluminascent 
compound covalently bound to avidin, streptavidin 
or a functional derivative thereof to form a four- 
component solid phase complex, 

(e) separating • the four- component solid phase 
complex from the solution, 

(f) washing the separated four- component solid 
phase complex to remove non-complex bound compound 
(iv), 

(g) initiating a chemi luminescent reaction in the 
washed four-component solid phase complex and 
detecting/measuring the resulting 
chemiluminsscence, if any* 

(1) determining the content of the said antibody using the 

following assay: 

(ia) providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
four ■-component solid phase complex composed of (i) 
the antibody of the sample, (ii) a reactant 
antibody direcned against the sample antibody, the 
reactant antibody being bound to a solid 
particle, (iii) a ligand in the form of an antigen, 
an antibody or a hapten, which is bound to biotin 
or a functional derivative thereof, and (iv) a 
chemilumine scent compound covalently bound to 
avidin, streptavidin or a functional derivative 



43 



thereof, to form a four- component solid phase 
complex/ 

(ib) separating the four-component solid phase 
complex from the liquid phase/ 

(ic) washing the separated four-component solid 
phase to remove non-complex bound compoijinds, 

(id) initiating a chemiluminescent reaction in the 
washed four-component solid phase complex and 
measuring the resulting chemi luminescence, if any. 

(j) comparing the raeasurements obtained in szep (h) and 
step (i) and using the comparison to evaluate and/or 
predict the effect of the Specific Allergy Vaccination 
treatment- 

9. A method of evaluating and/or predicting the effect of 
a Specific Allergy Vaccination treatment comprising the 
steps of 

(h' M determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 

sample using the following assay: 

(a") providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
three-component solid phase complex composed of 
(i) the antibody of the sample, (ii) a reactant 
antibody directed against the sample antibody, the 
reactant antibody being bound to a solid 
paramagnetic particle, and (iii) a ligand in the 
form of an antigen, an antibody or a hapten, which 
is bound to biotin or a functional derivative 
thereof. 
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(b' ' ) separating laagnstically the three-coniponent 
solid phase complex from the liquid phase/ 

(c") washing the separated three-component solid 
5 phase complex to reiaove non-complex bound 

compounds r 

(d' ' ) adding to the three-component solid phase 
complex a solution of (iv) a chsmiluminescant 
10 compound covalently bound to avidin^ streptavidin 

or a functional derivative thereof to form a four- 
component solid phase complex. 



C0 

m (s'') separating magnetically the four-component 

15 solid phase complex from the solution, 



K2Q 
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(f'M washing the separated four-component solid 
phase complex to remove non-complex bound compound 
(iv) . 

{g'M initiating a cheniluminescsnt reaction in 
the washed four-componenu solid phase complex and 
detecting/measuring the resulting 

chemi luminescence, if axiy- 



(i'') determining the content of the said antibody using 
the following assay: 

(ia") providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
four-component solid phase complex composed of (i) 
30 the antibody of the sample, (ii) a react ant 

antibody directed against the sample antibody, the 
reactant antibody being bound to a solid 
paramagnetic particle, (iii) a iigand in the form 
of an antigen, an antibody or a hapten, which is 
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bound to bio tin or a functionai derivative 
thereof, and (iv) a choEiiiuminescent compoutid 
covalently bound to avidin, strsptavidin cr a 
functional derivative thereof, to foria a four- 
component solid phase complex, 

(ib'^M separating magnetically the four-component 
solid phase complex from the liquid phase, 

(ic'') washing the separated four-component solid 
phase to remove non-complex bound compounds, 

(id' ' ) initiating a chemiluiaine scent reaction in 
the washed four-component solid phase complex and 
measuring the resulting chemi luminescence/ if any. 

(j'M comparing the measurements obtained in step (h' ' ) 
and step (i'M and using the comparison to evaluate and/or 
predict the effect of the Specific Allergy Vaccination 
treatment ♦ 

10- A method of evaluating and/or predicting the effect of 
a Specific Allergy Vaccination treatment comprising the 
steps of 

(x' ) determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 
sample using the method of claim 1, 

(y' ) determining the content of the said antibody using 
the following assay: 

(ya' ) providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
three-component solid phase complex composed of 
(i) the antibody of the sample, (ii) a reactant 
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antibody directed against the sample antibody, the 
reacrant antibody being bcxind ro a solid particle r 
(iii) a ligand in the form of an antigen/ an 
antibody or a hapten, which is labelled or bound 
to (iv) a label compound, to form a multi-- 
component solid phase complex, 

{yb' ) separating the multi-^ccmponent solid phase 
complex from the liquid phase, 

(yc') washing the separated multi-component solid 
phase to remove non-complex bound compounds, 



(ydM performing a detaction/measurement of the 
p "^^ washed labelled multi-coiaponen'i: complex. 

m ■ ^ ' 



iz') comparing the measurements obtained in step (xM and 
step (y') and using the comparison to evaluate and/or 
predict the effect of t:he Specific Allergy Vaccination 



2 0 tr ea tment . 



11- A method of evaluating and/or predicting the effect of 
a Specific Allergy Vaccination treatment comprising the 
steps of 

(x) detenrdning the content of an antibody in a liquid 
sample using the method of claim 2, 



(y) determining the content of the said antibody using the 
30 following assay: 

(ya) providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
four-component solid phase complex composed of (i) 
the antibody of the sample, (ii) a reactant 



4:7 

antibody directed againsi: the sample antibody^ tha 
reactant sr^tibcdy being bound to a solid 
particle^ (iii) a ligand in tha form of an 
antigen^ an antibody or a hapten, which is bound 
to biotin or a functional derivative thereof, and 
(iv) a chemiluininescent compotind covalently bound 
to avidin, streptavidin or a functional derivative 
thereof, to form a four-componen-c solid phase 
complex, 

(yfa) separating the four-coiapcnsnt solid phase 
complex from the liquid phase, 

(yc) washing the separated four-coinpoRent solid 
phase to remove non-compiex bound compounds, 

(yd) initiating a chemiluminescsnt reaction in the 
washed four-component solid phase complex and 
measuring rhe resulting chemiluminescencQf if any, 

(z) comparing the measurements obtained in step (x) and 
step (y) and using the comparison to evaluate and/or 
predict the effect of the Specific Allergy Vaccination 
treatment . 

12. A method of evaluating and/or predicting the effect of 
a Specific Allergy Vaccination treatment comprising the 
steps of 

(x' } determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 
s simple using the method of claim 3, 

(y'') determining the content of the said antibody using 
the following assay: 
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(ya' ' ) providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
f our-coiaponent solid phasa complex composed of (i) 
the antibody of the sample, (ii) a rsactant 
antibody directed against the sample antibody/ the 
reactant antibody being bound to a solid 
paramagnetic particle, (iii) a ligand in the form 
of an antigen, an antibody or a hapten, which is 
bound to bictin or a functional derivative 
thereof, and {iv) a cheiai luminescent compound 
covalently bound lo avidin, streptavidin or a 
functional derivative thereof, to form a four- 
component solid phase complex, 

(yb" ) separating magnetically the four-component 
solid phase complex from the liquid phase, 

{yc'') washing the separated four-component solid 
phase to remove non-complex bound compounds, 

(yd' ' ) initiating a chemiluminescent reaction in 
the washed four-component solid phase complex and 
measuring the resulting chemiluminescence, if any* 

(z'') comparing the measurements obtained in step (x' ' ) 
and step (y' ' ) and using the comparison to evaluate and/or 
predict the effect of the Specific Allergy Vaccination 
treatment. 

13. A method according to claim 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 or 12, 
wherein step Cia' ) , (la), (ia'M/ (ya')/ (ya) or (ya'Mr 
respectively, is carried out by mixing components (i) and 
(ii)^ then adding component (iii), and finally adding 
component (iv), if added. 



i 
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14. A method according to ciain 7, 9, 10^ 11 or 12r 
wherein step (ia')/ {ia} / (ia'M/ {ya' ) , (ya) or (ya" ) , 
respectively, is carried out by mixing components (i) , 
5 (ii) and (iii)/ and then adding coaaponent (iv), if added- 

15 • A method according to claisi 7, S, 9, 10, 11 or 12, 
wherein the comparison of step (jMi- (1// {z^)f (z) 

or (z'M, respectively, is carried out by calculating the 
10 ratio of the measurements obtained in the two said steps. 



16, A method according to any of claim 1, 8, 9^ 10, 11 or 

13 12, wherein the comoarison of steo (j'), (j), (j'')^ (2')/ 

m 

p (z) or (z'^M/ respectively, is carried out at a nuiaber of 

^-J 15 points in time at the start of and during the treatment 
1^ period, and that any temporal changer which may be 

I observed, is used as a basis for evaluating and/or 

p predicting the effect of the treatment. 

Ji 20 17. A method according to claim 1, characterize 
fp d in that the label compound is a luminescent label, a 

chemi luminescent label, an enzyme label, a radioactivity 
label, a fluorescent label or an abscrbance label. 



25 18* A method according to claim 1, characterize 
d in that the labelled ligand is labelled by a radioactive 
atom. 

19. A method according to claim 1, characterize 
30 d in that the separation of the solid phase complex from 
the ij quid phase is carried out by magnetic separation, 
filtration, ^-edimentati on, oentrifugsit.i cn^ chromatography 
or column chromatography. 
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20. A nethod of evaluating the incauno logical status of a 
sxibject comprising the steps of 

1) determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 
5 sample from the subject using an imiuncassay/ wherein the 
reaction between the annibody of the sample and a ligand 
in the form of an antigen^ an antibody or a hapten, the 
ligand being directed to the Fab region of the sample 
antibody, is carried out in the presence of other 
10 constituents of the sanipie to obtain a ineasurement 1, 

IJ 2) dereruiining the connent of an antibody in the liquid 

^ sample using an immunoassay^ wherein the reaction between 

the antibody of the sample and a ligand in the form of an 
15 antigen, an antibody or a hapten, the ligand being 
directed to the Fab region of the sample antibody, is 
% carried cut in the absence of ether constituents of the 



•3£. 



m 
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saiaple to obtain a measurement 2, 



P 20 3) interrelating measurements 1 and 2 to express the 
interference and using the interference as. a paramerer for 
evaluating the immunological status of the subject • 

21 . A method of evaluating the immunological status of a 
25 subject comprising the steps of 

A) determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 
sample from the subject using the following assay protocol 
{assay A) : 



(Aa) mixing (i) the antibody of the san^^le^ (ii) an 
antibody directed against the fc region of the sample 
antibody^ the reactant antibody being bound to a solid 
carrier and (iii) a ligand in the form of an antigen, an 



51 



antibody or a hapten, tha ligand being directad to the Fab 
region of the sample antibody;- to form a mixture of a 
thrse-co:uponent solid phase complex and a liquid phase^ 

5 (Jib) contacting the three-component complex with (iv) a 
label compound to form a mixture of a JTour-coinponent 
complex and a liquid phase^ 

(Ac) washing the four- component solid phase to remove non- 
10 complex bound compounds, 

m 

13 (Ad) performing a detection/ineasurenient of the washed 



^4 
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labelled f our-componant complex zo obtain a measurement A; 

15 B) determining the content of the said antibody in the 
said sample using the following assay proT:occl (assay E) : 



(Ba) mixing (i) the antibody of the sample and (ii) a 
p reactant antibody directed against the Fc region of the 

fU 20 sample antibody, the reactant antibody being bound to a 

solid carrier/ to form a mixture of a two-component solid 

phase complex and a liquid phase, 

(Bb) washing the two-component solid phase complex to 
25 remove non-complex bound compounds , 

(Be) contacting the washed two-component solid phase 
complex with a (iii) a ligand in the form of an antigen, 
an antibody or a hapten, the ligand being bound to the Fab 
30 region of the sample antibody, and (iv) a label coiRpound, 
to form a mixture of a four-componenTi solid phase complex 
and a liquid phase. 
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(Bd) wasiiing zhe four-component solid phase complex x:o 
remove ncn- complex bourid compounds, 

(Be) performing a detection/measurement of the washed 
labelled four- component complex to obtain a measurement S; 
and 

(E) interrelating measurements A and E to express the 
interference and using the interference as a parameter for 
evaluating the immunological status of zh^ subject. 

22. A method according to claim 21, wherein szep Ab is 
effected by adding said (iv) label compound to said 
mixture of a three-component solid phase complex and a 
liquid phase in step Aa, 

23. A method according to claim 21, wherein step Ab is 
effected by washing rhe three- component complex obtained 
in step Aa to remove non-complex bound compounds and by 
subsequently adding said (iv) label compound to the washed 
three-component complex. 

24. A method according to any ox claims 21-23, wherein 
step Bd is effected by simultaneous incubation of said 
(iii) ligand and said (iv) label compound with the two- 
component complex. 

25. A method according to any of claims 21-23, wherein 
initially said (iii) ligand is added to the two-component 
complex to form a three-component complex, which is then 
washed to, remu^e non-compleK bound (iii) ligand, and then 
said (iv) label compound is added La form, a four-component 
complex* 
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26. A method according to any of clains ZO-^ZSr whereia the 
label coir.pound is a luminescent label /r a cheiailuninescent 
label r an enzyme label/ a radioactivity label/ a 
fluorescent label or an absorbance label. 

27. A iciethod according to any of claims 20-26, wherein the 
(lii) iigand is biotinylated. 

28. A method according to claim 27, wherein the (iv) label 
compound is a chenilunine scent compound covalently bound 
to avidin/ strepravidin or a functional derivative 
thereof, 

29. A method of evaluating the imzaunc logical status of a 
subject comprising the steps of 

C} determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 
sample from the subject using the following assay protocol 
(assay C) : 

(Ca) mixing {i) the anuibody of the sample, (ii) an 
antibody directed against the Fc region of the sample 
antibody, the reactant antibody being bound to a solid 
carrier and (iii) a labelled ligand in the form of an 
antigen, an antibody or a hapten, the ligand being 
directed to the Fab region of the sample antibody^ to form 
a mixture of a three-component solid phase complex and a 
liquid phase, 

(Cb) washing the three-component solid phase to remove 
non-complex bound compounds , 



(Cc) performing a detection/measurement of the washed 
labelled four-component complex to obtain a measurement C; 
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D) determining the content of the said antibody using the 
following assay protocol (assay D) : 

(Da) mixing (i) the antibody of the sample, and (ii) a 
re act ant antibody directed againsz the Fc region of the 
sample antibody^ the reactant antibody being bound Lo a 
solid carrier^ to form a nixtiore of a two-component solid 
phase complex and a liquid phase, 

(Db) washing the two-component solid phase complex to 
remove non-conplex bound compounds^ 

(Dc) contacting the washed two-component solid phase 
.complex with a (iii) a labelled ligand in the fona of an 
antigen, an antibody or a hapten, the ligand being bound 
to the Fab region of the sample antibody, to form a 
mixture of a three-component solid phase complex and a 
liquid phase, 

(Dd) washing the T:hree-component solid phase complex to 
remove non-complex bound compounds, 

(De) performing a detection/measurement of the washed 
labelled three- component complex to obtain a measurement 
D; and 

(E) interrelating measurements C and D to express the 
interference and using the interference as a parameter for 
evaluating the immunological status of the subject- 

30. A method according to claim 29, wherain the labelled 
ligand is labelled by a radioactive atom- 
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31. A method according to any of claims 20-30, wherein the 
subject to be evaluated is undergoing allergy treatment, 
allergy vaccination treatment or Specific Allergy 
Vaccizia-cion (SAV) treatment - 

32* A method of evaluating the effeci: of allergy treatment 
of a subject comprising the steps of 

A) dstemining the content of the said antibody using the 
following assay protocol {assay A) : 

(Aa) mixing {i) the antibody of the sample, {ii) an 
antibody directed against the Fc region of the sample 
antibody, the reactant antibody being bound to a solid 
carrier and (iii) a ligand in the form of an antigen, an 
antibody or a hapten, the ligand being directed to the Fab 
region of the sample antibody, to form a mixture of a 
three-component solid phase complex and a liquid phase, 

(Ab) contacting the three-component complex with (iv) a 
label compound to form a mixture of a four-component 
complex and a liquid phase, 

(Ac) washing the four-component solid phase to remove non- 
complex bound compounds, 

(Ad) performing a detection/measurement of the washed 
labelled four-component complex to obtain a measurement A; 

(E) using measurement A as a parameter for evaluating the 
effect of the treatment. 
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33* A method of evaluating tha effect of allergy treatment 
of a subject comprising the steps of 

(C) determining the content of tha said antibody using the 
5 following assay protocol (assay Cj ; 

(Ca) mixing (i) the antibody of the sanple, (ii) an 
antibody directed against the Fc region of T;ha sample 
antibody, the reactant antibody being bound to a solid 
10 carrier and (iii; a labelled ligand in the form of an 
antigen, an antibody or a hapten, the ligand being 
O directed to the Fab region of the sample antibody, to form 
;i a raiKi:;ure of a three-component solid phase complex and a 

in liquid phase, 

(Cb) washing the three-component solid phase to remove 
f% non-complex bound compounds/ 

T4 £ . 
1^ 

ly 

p (Cc) per forming a deCection/ioeasurement of rhe washsd 

S3 2G labelled four-component complex to obtain a measurement C; 

(E) using measurement C as a parameter for evaluating the 
effect of the treatment. 

25 34, A method according to claim 32 or 33, wherein the 
subject to be evaluated is undergoing allergy vaccination 
treatment or Specific Allergy Vaccination (SAV) treatment. 

35. A method according to any of claims 31-34, v;herein the 
30 evaluation in step E] is carried out at a number of points 
in time at the start of and during the treatment period/ 
and that any tamporai change, which may be observed, is 
used as a basis for evaluating and/or predicting the 
effect of the treatment- 
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35 • A Kiethod according to any of claims 20-34, wherein the 
carrier is a particle. 

36, A method according to claim 35, wherein the carrier is 
a paranagnetic particle, 

37. A method according to any of claims 20-36, wherein the 
sample antibody is a specific IgE* 



